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This Presentation provides an 
overview of the FACTSim Financial 
& Agricultural Commodity Trading 
Simulation. Use the arrow key to 

move forward and back in the 
presentation



The Trade Homepage provides an overview of the status of 
your account. It provides a statement on your current cash 
position and profits, plus a summary of news items posted 
by the Instructor of the group.



The Trader 
Homepage also 
shows the 
current status on 
current open 
positions and;

a listing of the 5 most 
recently queued 
positions to be 

opened.



2007 SEMC 2007 SEMC FACTSimFACTSim CompetitionCompetition

Six teamsSix teams
–– AIR Team AIR Team –– Oscar Vergara (MSU grad)Oscar Vergara (MSU grad)
–– Gator Nation Gator Nation –– JJV ClassJJV Class
–– Back to Back Gators Back to Back Gators –– Jim Sterns UF ClassJim Sterns UF Class
–– Moo Traders Moo Traders –– Walt Prevatt AL ranchersWalt Prevatt AL ranchers
–– Limit Up Limit Up –– Mark Welch TAMU GroupMark Welch TAMU Group
–– Ford Cotton Ford Cotton –– Steve Ford cotton growersSteve Ford cotton growers



RulesRules

4 or 5 person teams, top 4 count for team 4 or 5 person teams, top 4 count for team 
scorescore
$30 per trader$30 per trader
$50,000 in capital, $50,000 in loans $50,000 in capital, $50,000 in loans 
availableavailable
Agricultural futures onlyAgricultural futures only



2006 Team Results2006 Team Results

AIR Team  $178,494.30AIR Team  $178,494.30
Florida Gators  $134,577.19Florida Gators  $134,577.19
DeeLimitDeeLimit (AL)  (AL)  --$17,290$17,290
CowpokersCowpokers (AL) (AL) --26,758.7826,758.78
Ford Cotton Ford Cotton --$250,000 $250,000 



2007 Team Results2007 Team Results

Gator Nation  Gator Nation  $167,765.60$167,765.60
Moo Traders (AL)    $91,945.00 Moo Traders (AL)    $91,945.00 
Limit Up (TAMU) Limit Up (TAMU) --$17,290.00$17,290.00
Back to Back Gators Back to Back Gators --$44,396.45$44,396.45
Cotton Cowboys Cotton Cowboys --$179,017.50 $179,017.50 
AIR Team  AIR Team  --$498,925.00$498,925.00



Gator Nation Gator Nation –– First PlaceFirst Place

Kevin JohnsonKevin Johnson $468,707.50$468,707.50
Patrick DesirePatrick Desire $9,685.30$9,685.30
John John VanSickleVanSickle --$57,282.50$57,282.50
Evan Evan ShinbaumShinbaum --$253,344.70$253,344.70
Andy DavisAndy Davis --$1,017,235$1,017,235



Moo Traders Moo Traders –– Second PlaceSecond Place

Brenda GloverBrenda Glover $76,550.00$76,550.00
Billy Billy HixonHixon $6,550.00$6,550.00
Clay Clay KennamerKennamer $5,450.00$5,450.00
Jack RobertsonJack Robertson $4,395.00$4,395.00
Jimmy CollinsJimmy Collins $3,950.00$3,950.00



Limit Up Limit Up –– Third PlaceThird Place

David AndersonDavid Anderson $0$0
Mark WallerMark Waller --$1,097.50$1,097.50
Mark WelchMark Welch --$1,885.00$1,885.00
Gabriel PowersGabriel Powers --$14,959.75$14,959.75



Cotton Cowboys Cotton Cowboys -- FourthFourth

Nick McMichenNick McMichen $5,375.00$5,375.00
Toby RobertsonToby Robertson --$19,882.50$19,882.50
Greg HansonGreg Hanson --$52,685.00$52,685.00
Steve FordSteve Ford --$111,825.00$111,825.00



2006 Individual Results2006 Individual Results

VivekVivek BasrurBasrur $141,670.78$141,670.78
Lee Ming $127,883.28Lee Ming $127,883.28
John John VanSickleVanSickle $65,644.40$65,644.40

Other notablesOther notables
–– Steve Ford Steve Ford --$92,625.34$92,625.34
–– Oscar Vergara Oscar Vergara --$133,975.02$133,975.02



2007 Individual Results2007 Individual Results

Kevin Johnson (GN) Kevin Johnson (GN) $468,707.50$468,707.50
Tim Doggett (AIR)Tim Doggett (AIR) $92,062.50$92,062.50
Brenda Glover (AL)Brenda Glover (AL) $76,550.00$76,550.00

Other notablesOther notables
–– John John VanSickleVanSickle (GN)(GN) --$57,282.50$57,282.50
–– Steve FordSteve Ford (CC)(CC) --$111,825.00$111,825.00
–– VivekVivek BasrurBasrur (AIR)(AIR) --$274,615.00$274,615.00



Kevin Johnson TradingKevin Johnson Trading
86 total trades, 47 long (32 profit), 39 short (27 profit).86 total trades, 47 long (32 profit), 39 short (27 profit).
21 OJ trades (14 profit), 16 long (11 profit), 5 short (3 21 OJ trades (14 profit), 16 long (11 profit), 5 short (3 
profit)profit)
18 coffee trades (12 profit), 9 long (7 profit), 9 short (5 18 coffee trades (12 profit), 9 long (7 profit), 9 short (5 
profit)profit)
14 cotton trades (12 profit), 6 long (4 profit), 8 short (8 14 cotton trades (12 profit), 6 long (4 profit), 8 short (8 
profit)profit)
12 cocoa trades (9 profit), 5 long (4 profit), 7 short (5 12 cocoa trades (9 profit), 5 long (4 profit), 7 short (5 
profit)profit)
10 corn trades (7 profit), 8 long (5 profit), 2 short (2 10 corn trades (7 profit), 8 long (5 profit), 2 short (2 
profit)profit)
7 feeder cattle (3 profit), 1 long (1 profit), 6 short (2 profit7 feeder cattle (3 profit), 1 long (1 profit), 6 short (2 profit) ) 



FACTSimFACTSim being used in 10 college being used in 10 college 
classrooms this semesterclassrooms this semester

University of Florida University of Florida 
Mississippi State UniversityMississippi State University
Auburn UniversityAuburn University
Texas A&M UniversityTexas A&M University
Michigan State University Michigan State University –– 2 classes2 classes
University of NebraskaUniversity of Nebraska
Purdue UniversityPurdue University
Clemson UniversityClemson University
Kansas State UniversityKansas State University
University of GeorgiaUniversity of Georgia



FACTSimFACTSim as a Teaching Toolas a Teaching Tool
Jim Jim HilkerHilker, , MichMich St. Univ. St. Univ. –– ““I have used various computer I have used various computer 

simulations for 24 years of teaching commodity simulations for 24 years of teaching commodity 
marketing, I like this one the best.marketing, I like this one the best.””

John Anderson, MSU John Anderson, MSU –– ““I will use I will use FACTSimFACTSim every time I every time I 
teach our futures class. I am also beginning to teach our futures class. I am also beginning to 
incorporate it into my extension programming with incorporate it into my extension programming with 
producers as well.producers as well.””

Darrell Mark, U. Neb. Darrell Mark, U. Neb. –– ““FACTSimFACTSim is almost perfect for my is almost perfect for my 
class. The features that are available are class. The features that are available are ‘‘just rightjust right’’ and and 
there are not a lot of bells and whistles that distract from there are not a lot of bells and whistles that distract from 
learning the basics.learning the basics.””



FACTSimFACTSim as a Teaching Toolas a Teaching Tool

James Sterns, UF James Sterns, UF –– ““I genuinely believe I genuinely believe 
that the use of that the use of FACTSimFACTSim can greatly can greatly 
facilitate student learning. I value facilitate student learning. I value 
FACTSimFACTSim as a powerful teaching tool.as a powerful teaching tool.””



FACTSimFACTSim
FACTSimFACTSim has been used in several venues for giving has been used in several venues for giving 
students, growers and others practical experience in students, growers and others practical experience in 
trading futures without the risk of losing money.trading futures without the risk of losing money.
FACTSimFACTSim can be subscribed to, $30 for 6 months, $50 can be subscribed to, $30 for 6 months, $50 
for a full year. Payments can be made online over the for a full year. Payments can be made online over the 
secure secure PayPalPayPal system, or presystem, or pre--paid with paid with FACTSimFACTSim. . 
Contact information: Contact information: 
–– John John VanSickleVanSickle
–– FACTSimFACTSim
–– 6120 SW 376120 SW 37thth WayWay
–– Gainesville, Florida 32608Gainesville, Florida 32608
–– Phone: (352) 392Phone: (352) 392--1881, x 2211881, x 221
–– Fax: (352) 392Fax: (352) 392--98989898
–– Email: Email: sickle@ufl.edusickle@ufl.edu



FACTSimFACTSim
FACTSimFACTSim has been used in several venues for giving has been used in several venues for giving 
students, growers and others practical experience in students, growers and others practical experience in 
trading futures without the risk of losing money.trading futures without the risk of losing money.
FACTSimFACTSim can be subscribed to, $30 for 6 months, $50 can be subscribed to, $30 for 6 months, $50 
for a full year. Payments can be made online over the for a full year. Payments can be made online over the 
secure secure PayPalPayPal system, or presystem, or pre--paid with paid with FACTSimFACTSim. . 
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