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The FASS / ARPAS Animal Care Project

for AAA

Who are the Players?

· The Animal Agriculture Alliance (AAA)

The AAA is a new not for profit corporation located in the Washington DC area that has evolved from the Animal Industry Foundation (AIF).  AAA is seeking to become a broader based coalition representing all of animal agriculture.  Membership includes both associations and corporations. Its’ stated mission is to “support and promote animal agriculture practices that provide for farm animal well-being through sound science and public education.”  

· The Federation of Animal Science Societies (FASS)

Founded January 1, 1998 by the American Dairy Science Association, American Society of Animal Science and the Poultry Science Association, FASS provides its member societies with a unified voice for animal agriculture; supports common interests, and is an effective advocate for scientific perspectives to the general public.  FASS has a track record of excellence in evaluating, interpreting and authoring care guidelines for farm animals.  

· The American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists (ARPAS)

ARPAS is the organization that provides certification of animal scientists through examination, continuing education, and commitment to a code of ethics. ARPAS members represent the following groups:
- Consultants
- Companies providing products and services
- Producers, commodity organizations, and related food industries
- University, extension, and government staff
- Professional societies and related organizations


The Animal Care Project

Purpose: To develop criteria and a process for the evaluation of species specific farm-animal well-being guidelines to assess their compliance with the AAA Animal Care Principles that are based on the best science available.

Animal Agriculture Alliance

Animal Care Principles

To promote animal wellbeing and produce animal food products of the highest quality, the Animal Agriculture Alliance (A3) recommends adherence to the animal care principles that follow. These principles are the essential building blocks for professional animal care. Owners and managers of animal operations are committed to these principles.

The health and wellbeing of animals raised for food may be judged using science-based behavioral, physiological, biochemical, pathological criteria, and other characteristics. These criteria are all used to assess wellbeing; all have shortcomings when used individually. A combination of these criteria generally provides the best assessment of animal wellbeing.

· Food and Water

Provide access to good quality water and nutritionally balanced diets as appropriate for the species

· Health and Veterinary Care

Implement science-based animal health programs, including prudent product use, and provide appropriate veterinary care when required.

· Environment 

Provide living conditions sufficient to meet the wellbeing needs of the animal as appropriate to each species

· Husbandry Practices

Implement science-based husbandry practices appropriate to the species

· Handling

Ensure proper handling practices throughout the life of the animal as appropriate to each species

· Transportation

Provide transportation that avoids undue stress as appropriate to each species

The Process to be Used

Step one – Identification of quantifiable measures that can be used to assess compliance with each of the animal care principles.

Steering Committee: A steering committee comprised of individuals with a scientific background related to each of the species for which guidelines are being developed, as well as individuals with training in animal behavior, veterinary medicine, engineering and handling/transportation has been established.  An ethicist, a representative of consumer interests and a representative of animal protection interests are also working with the committee.  While not officially part of the steering committee, we will seek to assure that the project meets the needs and expectations of the food industry.

Expected Output: The output of this group will be an umbrella set of criteria that will provide consistency in the evaluation of animal care programs between species.  It will provide the common framework for use by Species Subcommittees in further refining the criteria by providing science-based ranges of values that are deemed acceptable for the quantifiable measures for their species.  The Steering Committee will also provide input relative to evaluation of those more subjective or qualitative items that may be needed to evaluate care.  Species subcommittees will define measures that are appropriate for their specific species.

Step two – Identification of science-based numeric ranges and other measures that are appropriate for each of the criteria to be used for assessing the care and handling of animals at the farm or ranch.

Subcommittee make-up: Subcommittees will be made up of three to five individuals with expertise in a specific species.  A range of expertise such as that included on the Steering Committee will be utilized.  Representation from the Steering Committee will be included on the Species Subcommittees through the project coordinator, and other individuals where possible, to provide consistency in the process.  Species reports will be shared with the Steering Committee for their review.

Species included: Specific criteria will be developed for:


Beef



Layers

Turkeys




Broilers


Pork





Dairy



Sheep 

Ducks may also be added to this list.

Time Frame – The “Umbrella Criteria” developed by the Steering Committee are to be completed by April 1, 2002.  Species reports are due by June 30, 2002.  If Ducks were added, this report would be completed by July 30, 2002.

What do we expect to have?

An umbrella process that covers all species in a similar manner.  This assures:

· Consumers that we are evaluating the care of all species in a comparable manner.

· Buyers of the identification of quantifiable measures so that there will be consistency in assessments by different individuals.

· Producers that measures used in evaluations are based on the best science currently available and also based on knowledge of current production systems.

What we are not doing:
· We are not writing species guidelines.

· We are not evaluating specific guidelines or practices at this time. 

· We are not developing on-farm assessment tools.

Where does it go?

· Umbrella criteria and species specific criteria will be delivered to AAA.

· The criteria will be used to evaluate species guidelines submitted to AAA for compliance with the AAA Animal Care Principles. (We have suggested the use of the FASS/ARPAS species subcommittees for this review.)

· FASS retains ownership of the intellectual property.

· The next step???  This was not part of the RFP.

How does the program fit with other efforts?

· It will provide a common framework for evaluating programs for all species.

· The focus is on assuring the “proper” care of all species rather than focusing on real or perceived problem areas.

· It has the potential to evolve to cover animals from birth to death/slaughter.

For additional information contact:


Ken Olson, Ph.D., PAS


Phone/FAX:
 630/529-2874


e-mail:
 keolson@prodigy.net
